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Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) debilitate and dramatically
reduce the quality of life for more than one billion of the world's
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2 @‘1 1 poorest people. As a result, these diseases cause great
I S I D N T D suffering and prevent socioeconomic development

- in poor countries. Eliminating these diseases will
require effective action and strong sustained global
commitment. Effective action can only come from
a connected community of individuals from many
countries working in different sectors collaborating
closely together. The combined voice of this community will be an essential
factor in sustaining global commitment over time. An open international meeting

dedicated to eliminating NTDs will serve to nucleate this community and provide a podium from which its
voice can be heard.

Neglected Tropical
Diseases Meeting

Due to increased awareness of NTDs worldwide, support for the fight against neglected diseases is
increasing. Highlights include the 2010 US announcement to commit 450 million USD for Neglected Tropical
Disease Control, the Department for International Development (DFID) pledge of 50 million GBP to combat
NTDs in Africa, and a grant of 34 million USD from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in 2009 to reduce
the global burden of the most prevalent NTDs. Together with other financial and pharmaceutical donations
these new contributions are adding great force to ongoing efforts in countries most affected by these
diseases. Increased efforts against NTDs have generated a need for an international meeting that is open
to any and all individuals involved in these essential efforts. The ISID-NTD meeting will create a unifying
space for sharing of experience and exchange of ideas between program partners, donors, public health
workers, country representatives, innovators, investigators and others from all over the world. The meeting
will promote the spirit of an intersectorial and interprogrammatic approach to the complex problem of NTDs
as described in the WHO Global Plan to Combat Neglected Tropical Diseases 2008—2015.

An international meeting that is open and focused exclusively on NTDs will serve stakeholders, partners,
donors, investigators and the global community in several ways. The meeting will provide a shared time to
focus attention on the root causes and impact of NTDs, on current efforts to deliver treatments and on the
work in progress to develop needed diagnostics and therapeutics. Importantly, the dedicated meeting will
also provide an undiluted opportunity to raise awareness about NTDs in the eyes of the public and amongst
policy makers. Additionally, the gathering will be an opportunity for partners to convene working groups in
conjunction with the meeting.

Objectives of the ISID-NTD meeting:
e To maintain political and civil commitment at all levels to combat NTDs

e To reinforce the fight against global NTDs and its link to achieving the Millennium Development Goals
e To enable dialogue and exchange between partners working against NTDs

e To create opportunities for dialogue, analysis and discussion between individuals from all sectors and
working in different areas to combat NTDs

e To promote the creation and sustainability of networks among partners to facilitate integrated
programs against NTDs



Meeting Agenda:

* Plenary Sessions to address issues of common interest to all partners and participants

= Symposia/Round Tables for presentation and discussion about key topics relevant to the fight against NTDs

< Oral Session(s): One or more sessions will be devoted to brief oral presentations by individuals selected
following review of submitted abstracts.

= Poster Session(s): One or more sessions will be devoted to poster presentations by individuals selected
following review of submitted abstracts.

» Special Meetings: Organizations interested in arranging working meetings between partners and
collaborators are encouraged to do so. ISID can assist in arranging the required facilities.

Topics:

= Root causes and prevention of NTDs

< Social and health impacts of NTDs

< NTD treatment programs: Successes and challenges

= Region-specific issues related to NTDs

< Raising public awareness and mobilizing commitment against NTDs
< Tools needed and tools in development to diagnose and treat NTDs
< Health system development and NTD treatment integration

< Disease-specific challenges

ISID-NTD Program Committee:

Uche Amazigo, African Programme for Adel Mahmoud, Princeton University
Onchocerciasis Control David Molyneux, Liverpool School of Tropical
Alan Fenwick, Imperial College Medicine
Eduardo Gotuzzo, Instituto de Medicina Tropical Mary Moran, Policy Cures
Alexander von Humboldt Jai Narain, WHO Regional Office for South-East
Peter Hotez, Sabin Vaccine Institute Asia
Adrian Hopkins, Task Force for Global Health Monica Parise, Centers for Disease Control
Julie Jacobson, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Bernard Pecoul, Drugs for Neglected Diseases
Seung Lee, Save the Children Initiative
Daniel Lew, Geneva University Hospital and Mirta Roses Periago, Pan American Health
International Society for Infectious Diseases Organization
Pascal Lutumba, Institut National de Recherche Lorenzo Savioli, World Health Organization
Bio-Médicale Kinshasa Eric Summers, International Society for Infectious
James Maguire, Harvard Medical School Diseases

Official Language: The official language of the meeting will be English.

Abstract Submission: Abstract submission will be open January 2011. The deadline for abstract
submission will be April 30, 2011.

For further information contact:
International Society for Infectious Diseases
9 Babcock Street, Unit 3 = Brookline, MA 02446 USA
Phone: (617) 277-0551 » Fax: (617) 278-9113
E-mail: info@isid.org = Website: http://www.isid.org
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For further information on the FIRST
ISID-Neglected Tropical Diseases Meeting on July 8-10, 2011
in Boston, Massachusetts, please contact:

International Society for Infectious Diseases
9 Babcock Street, Unit 3 ¢ Brookline, MA 02446 USA « Phone: (617) 277-0551

Fax: (617) 278-9113 « E-mail: info@isid.org « Website: http://www.isid.org
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